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Mr. REHBERG. Madam Speaker, 

some of Saddam Hussein’s paramilitary 
monsters hanged a teenage girl last 
week for waving at coalition troops. In 
the same week, Iraqi military, pre-
tending to surrender, fired upon our 
people who had offered them safety. 
This week we learned Saddam’s des-
perate soldiers have taken to shielding 
themselves with women and children 
when confronting our advancing 
troops. His paramilitary forces rule by 
terror, lodging military stockpiles in 
schools and hospitals, firing at vil-
lagers who try to flee, and extermi-
nating townspeople who refuse to fight 
for Saddam’s terrorist state. 

Perhaps the signature statement of 
the abhorrent and despicable nature of 
the enemy is its treatment of our 
young people in uniform taken captive. 
Some have been humiliated and pa-
raded in front of television cameras. 
Others, we now know, were brutally ex-
ecuted or, should I say murdered, by 
Iraqi soldiers. 

Can there be any doubt about the vile 
and inhumane character of Saddam’s 
dying regime? 

As President Bush has correctly 
noted, ‘‘Given the nature of this re-
gime, we expect such war crimes, but 
we will not excuse them.’’ Our brave 
men and women in uniform deserve our 
support, both for what they are doing 
and for why they are there. 

f 

OPPOSING BUDGET CUTS FOR 
VETERANS 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
call attention to the actions taken by 
the Republicans in this House to dras-
tically cut the funding for veterans 
programs. 

While thousands of brave men and 
women are fighting for our country and 
risking their lives every single day, the 
House majority party voted for the 
GOP budget resolution which would 
cut veterans programs by $28.8 billion. 
This cut in programs includes money 
for health care, for disability com-
pensation, pensions, and other benefits. 
The Disabled American Veterans, the 
Paralyzed Veterans of America, and 
the American Legion have all issued 
statements opposing this budget. 

We cannot in good conscience com-
mit men and women to defend this Na-
tion while at the same time reducing 
the benefits they are entitled to and 
deserve, because after all, what mes-
sage, what message does this send to 
those that have and those that are 
serving our country? 

I am appalled at the actions of the 
Republican House. While brave men 
and women are defending our freedom, 
we must defend their right to receive 
their benefits. 

HONORING AND SUPPORTING OUR 
TROOPS IN IRAQ 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support 
of our brave military men and women 
fighting for our freedom here at home 
and to take the yoke of oppression off 
the Iraqi people. 

I also want to thank the military 
families and let them know that these 
soldiers are doing the best job in the 
world. 

Madam Speaker, there are some 
awful stories out there. Iraqis were 
shown on TV voicing support for Sad-
dam Hussein. When asked why they 
were doing that, they replied that they 
were afraid if they did not show sup-
port for Saddam and he did win, then 
he would remember them as enemies, 
and he would kill or torture their fam-
ily members. That is just wrong. 

Now our servicemen and women are 
implementing a precise military plan 
that will put an end to Saddam Hus-
sein’s reign of terror and his ruthless 
regime forever. We in the Congress are 
going to do all in our power to make 
sure that our troops remain the best 
trained and equipped in the world and 
are paid as veterans. To the brave men 
and women in uniform, I thank you 
and we salute you. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAUL WALDEN 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, 
I am sad to report to the House today 
the passing of Paul Walden of Hood 
River, Oregon, the father of our col-
league, the gentleman from Oregon 
(Mr. WALDEN). 

It was my pleasure to serve in the Or-
egon House of Representatives with 
Paul where he was a distinguished 
member in the 1970s. By the time he be-
came a legislator, he was already an es-
tablished community leader, active in 
his church and many civic organiza-
tions. 

Paul was a successful businessman 
whose ready wit and deep melodious 
voice made him a natural for a career 
in radio. He served a half century in 
the broadcast industry, ultimately 
owning his own radio stations. 

This Oregonian of pioneer stock 
made his community better as he 
brightened people’s lives. He was the 
obvious choice for the community for 
major responsibilities, like serving as 
chair and master of ceremonies for the 
opening of the massive Dallas’s Dam 
featuring Vice President Richard 
Nixon. 

I will remember him as a friend who 
served his community with honor, with 
humor, and with insight. 

Our thoughts are with our colleague, 
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WAL-

DEN); his wife, Maylene; son, Anthony; 
and the entire Walden family.

f 

APRIL IS THE MONTH OF THE 
MILITARY CHILD 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, the Department of 
Defense has designated April as the 
Month of the Military Child. 

Today, thousands of fathers and 
mothers are halfway around the world 
from their children making tremen-
dous sacrifices to defend freedom and 
liberty. Some sons and daughters will 
see their parent come home wounded 
and, in some cases, the military parent 
will not return at all. 

Military families make enormous 
sacrifices on a daily basis so that our 
soldiers have the support they need. It 
is up to Americans and communities 
throughout our great Nation to support 
these families, even by simple food, 
clothes and toy donations for the chil-
dren. 

I urge all Americans to reach out to 
military families in their communities 
by contacting their local military base, 
National Guard and Reserve armory, 
and public affairs offices to find out 
how they can best help. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops.

f 

OPPOSING BUDGET CUTS TO 
VETERANS PROGRAMS 

(Mr. MICHAUD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today out of deep concern about 
the budget that was passed last week. 
The Committee on the Budget resolu-
tion cut mandatory spending in many 
areas, but one of the most unconscion-
able cuts is the $15 billion reduction for 
veterans programs like service dis-
ability compensation, pension for low-
income wartime veterans, and veterans 
housing programs. At a time of war, 
how can we vote to neglect our vet-
erans like this? 

In recent days we have heard from 
the American Legion, Paralyzed Vet-
erans of America, AMVETS, the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, and Disabled 
American Veterans, all strongly op-
posed to these cuts. 

I will continue to stand with them 
and to oppose this dishonorable treat-
ment of our most honorable men and 
women. I urge my colleagues to do the 
same. 

f 

HIGHER EDUCATION RELIEF OP-
PORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS 
ACT OF 2003 

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 
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